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The  House  having:  under  consideration   the  reports 
from  the  select  committee  of  thirty-three — 

Mr.  TRIMBLE  said  : 

Mr.  Speaker  :  I  have  listened  to  the  debate 
on  the  propositions  of  the  committee  of 
thirty-three  with  all  the  interest  which  the 
importance  of  the  subject  inspires  ;  and  only 
now  participate  in  the  discussion  from  a  con- 
viction that  every  Representative,  in  a 
juncture  so  critical,  should  vindicate  his  acts 
to  his  constituents. 

Representing  a  district  which  borders  on 
Virginia  and  Kentucky  for  more  than  one 
hundred  miles,  with  a  large  proportion  of  its 
population  coming  originally  from  those 
States,  and  having  extensive  business  con- 
nections with  all  the  southern  States  of  the 
Ohio  and  Mississippi  valleys,  I  can  but  feel 
a  deep  interest  in  any  event  that  would  dis- 
turb our  present  social  and  business  rela- 
tions. I  have,  too,  a  personal  interest  in 
this  matter;  and  am  bound  by  ties  of  con- 
sanguinity and  friendship  to  nearly  every 
border  slave  State  of  the  Union.  The  sympathy 
of  a  common  origin,  and  the  inheritance  of  a 
common  country,  have  made  us  one  people, 
and  the  ties  that  bind  us  cannot  be  ruptured 
for  slight  and  trivial  causes.  We  all  pro- 
fess a  love  for  the  Union.  Its  countless 
blessings  have  fallen  alike  upon  the  people 
of  all  the  States.  Under  its  broad  shield  all 
have  shared  in  a  prosperity  unexampled  in 
the  history  of  the  world.  Our  peace  at  home 
and  proud  distinction  abroad  are  the  fruits 
of  union,  not  the  result  of  separate  State  ex- 
istence. The  Government  of  the  Union — 
though  imperfect,  as  all  human  governments; 
are — has  yet  given  greater  security,  andi 
more  uniform  protection,  to  the  rights  of  the! 
people  in  all  the  States  than  were  ever  before! 
enjoyed  under  any  Government  instituted! 
by  man. 

For  the  first  time  in  our  history,  an  at- 
tempt is  made  to  resist  the  will  of  the  peo- 
ple, when  fairly  expressed  in  compliance 
with  all  the  forms  of  the  Constitution.  Mr. 
Lincoln  was  chosen  President  for  four  years, 
on  the  6th  of  November  last.  No  fault  is 
found  with  his  character  or  ability.  No  one 
denies  that  his  political  opinions  were  clearly 
set  forth  bv  himself,   fullv  discussed  bv  his 


friends,  and  emphatically  indorsed  by  the 
people.  Hut  those  who  nominated  Mr.  Breck- 
inridge, and  with  great  earnestness  and  in- 
dustry supported  him,  having  failed  in  the 
election,  now  declare  that  Mr.  Lincoln  shall 
not  be  inaugurated,  or  if  he  should  be,  that 
his  rule  shall  be  over  a  dismembered  Con- 
federacy. These  men,  having  succeeded 
heretofore  in  exciting  the  prejudices  and  in- 
flaming the  passions  of  the  southern  people 
against  their  brethren  of  the  North,  by  the 
grossest  misrepresentations  of  their  princi- 
ples and  purposes,  found  little  difficulty  in 
inciting  a  rebellion  which  would  make  good 
their  threats.  Six  States  have  already  se- 
ceded from  the  Confederacy — not  peacefully, 
but  violently.  Nearly  all  ofMhe  forts,  arse- 
nals, dock-yards,  arms,  ammunition,  and 
other  property  of  the  Government  within 
their  limits  have  been  seized.  Armies  are 
raised  ;  troops  are  marching  to  the  assault 
of  the  only  posts  still  held  by  the  United 
States;  a  vessel  of  the  Government,  with  the 
stars  and  stripes  unfurled,  whilst  carrying 
relief  to  the  gallant  Major  Anderson  at  Fort 
Sumter,  is  fired  into  ;  the  Federal  courts  are 
dissolved;  the  revenues  seized;  and  every 
step  taken  which  can  mark  a  state  of  revo- 
lution and  war. 

Thus  far  have  these  desperate  and  des- 
perately wicked  men  proceeded  in  the  exe- 
cution of  their  threat  to  tear  down  the  fairest 
temple  of  liberty  the  world  has  ever  seen. 
The  work  of  destruction  will  go  on,  unless 
the  power  of  the  Government,  and  that 
greater  power,  the  voice  of  the  people,  is  ex- 
erted to  arrest  it. 

The  Government  has  made  no  attack 
upon  a  single  right  of  these  men,  or  of  the 
States  which  they  have  instigated  to  rebel- 
lion. They  themselves  boast  that  the  South 
bus  controlled  the  Government  for  fifty  years. 
In  all  of  its  departments,  for  the  last  eight 
years,  they  have  ruled  supreme.  And  even 
now  they  cannot  complain  of  any  want  of 
sympathy  in  its  Executive  for  their  treason. 
No  specification  of  wrongs  has  been  pre- 
sented, although  there  has  been  no  lack  of 
invective  for  the  purpose  of  deceiving  their 
people.  In  fact,  southern  men  who  deny  the 
justice  of  the  Government  towards  their 
section  and  its  institutions,  simply  reproach 


0 


themselves  with  infidelitj  to  their  own  rights 
and  their  own  interests. 

Mr.  Speaker,  it  has  been  alleged  that  tin- 
personal  liberty  bills,  so  called,  of  Borne  of 
the  northern  States  are  a  sufficient  cause  for 
a  disruption  of  the  Union.  Some  of  these 
h'.ws  were  enacted  prior  to  the  PB'i*^<J' 
the.  fugitive  slave  act  of  1850:  ^JjasMtlrof 
them,  I  believe,  have  been  in  existence  dur- 
ing at  least  two  Democratic  Administrations. 
Why  were  they  never  discovered  to  be  a 
cause  for  the  dissolution  of  the  Union  until 
now  ?  Their  ostensible  object  is  to  prevent 
kidnapping;  but  our  southern  brethren  al- 
lege that  they  are  intended  to  interfere  with 
their  constitutional  right  of  reclaiming  their 
fugitive  slaves.  It  so  happens,  however, 
that  the  States  enacting  such  laws  are  nei- 
ther troubled  with  fugitives  nor  kidnappers, 
and  those  complaining  most  against  them 
are  States  from  which  few*  or  no  slaves  es- 
cape. While  I  have  no  sympathy  with  the 
spirit  which  prompts  to  resistance  of  any 
Federal  law,  I  must  think  that  undue  im- 
portance is  given  to  these  personal  liberty 
acts.  If  any  of  them  do. conflict  with  the 
constitutional  rights  of  slaveholders,  to  that 
extent  they  are  void  ;  and  it  is  the  fault  of 
those  complaining  of  them  that  they  have 
never  tested  their  constitutionality  in  the 
proper  courts.  It  ought  to  be  remembered, 
Mr.  Speaker,  (and  I  was  glad  that  the  vener- 
able Senator  from  Rhode  Island  brought  the 
subject  to  the  notice  of  the  Senate.)  thatthe 
first  personal  liberty  bill  of  Massachusetts, 
the  State  against  which  Democratic  stump 
orators  in  the  free  States,  and  disunion  De- 
mocrats in  the  South,  hurl  their  bitterest 
anathemas,  were  tirst  introduced  and  passed 
in  1842  by  a  Democratic  Legislature,  and 
approved  by  a  Democratic  Governor.  And 
further,  that  this  Governor  was  nominated 
three  years  afterwards  by  a  Democratic  Pre- 
sident to  the  best  oftice  in  New  England, 
(collector  at  Boston.)  and  every  Democrat 
then  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  vot- 
ed for  his  confirmation.  I  think,  sir,  we 
-hall  lind  that  other  evils  complained  of 
have  a  similar  origin. 

A  change  of  northern  sentiment,  us  indi- 
cated by  the  rapid  growth  of  the  Republi- 
can party,  has  excited  apprehension  that  this 
party  may,  in  the  future,  use  its  power  to 
hem  in  slavery,  and  even  to  interfere  with  it 
in  the  States,  and  is  made  a  canise  of  seces- 
sion. Frivolous  and  false  as  such  pretexts 
are,  they  have  been  used  both  North  and 
South  to  awaken  fear  and  arouse  sectional 
animosity.  Who  does  not  know  that  the 
Constitution  protects  slavery  in  the  States 
where  it  exists  "  under  the  laws  thereof'."' 
The  protection  is  as  ample  and  complete  as 
that  of  any  right  of  the  citizen.  No  party  or 
power,  under  any  circumstances,  (except 
just  such  as  secessionists  are  now  inaugu- 
rating.) could  interfere  with  it.  Mr.  Lincoln 
has  no  more  power,  as  the  Executive  of  the  na- 
tion, over  this  matter  than  anv  other  citizen. 


His  political  friends  are  in  the  minority  in 
both  Houses  of  Congress,  and  have  neither 
the  inclination  nor  the  power  to  interfere 
with  it. 

Possessing  now  the  best  portion  of  the 
American  continent,  in  richness  of  soil,  sa- 
lubrity of  climate,  variety  and  value  of  pro- 
ducts, unsurpassed  by  any  part  of  the  globe, 
these  wild  and  crazy  men  stretch  out  their 
arm-  to  grasp  not  alone  the  barren  plains  of 
our  own  country,  but  the  lands  of  our  weak 
and  helpless  neighbors.  The  passion  for 
expansion  is  caused  less  by  a  desire  for  an 
enlarged  area  for  slavery  than  for  an  exten- 
sion of  political  power. 

The  free  States  have  a  population  of  eleven  persons 
to  the  square  mile,  while  the  slave  States  have  hut 
Dine,  showing  that  the  North  needs  expansion  more. 
than  the  South.  There  are  now  fonr  million  slaves  in  the 
slave  States;  and,  according  to  the  estimates  presented 
to  this  House  by  my  colleague,  [Mr.  OoRwi.wjit  will 
require  sixty  million  to  cultivate  the  cotton  lands  alone 
in  these  States.  Mure  than  a  hundred  years  must 
1  lass  away  before  that  period  can  arrive  in  the  South 
when  the  declaration  we  so  often  hear,  "  we  must  ex- 
pand or  die,"  will  be  at  all  appropriate. 

The  sentiment  of  the  northern  people  on  the  subject 
of  slavery  has  undergone  no  change,  and,  cannot, 
therefore,  be  made  a  pretext  for  secession.  While 
••  they  have  never  proposed  or  desired  to  interfere  with 
it  in  the  States  where  it  exists,"  they  have  always 
been  opposed  to  it,  always  believed  it  to  be  an  evil,  and 
have  ever  resisted  ite  exte?ision. 

\\  hat  has  been  the  history  of  this  subject  of  slavery 
Of  the  original  thirteen  States  composing  this  confe- 
deracy, twelve  were  slaveholding.  That  it  was  regarded 
as  an  evil,  cannot  be  doubted.  One  of  the  complaints 
against  the  mother  country  was,  that  she  had  lorced 
it  upon  the  colonies  against  their  will.  With  Zealand 
determined  purpose,  the  great  and  good  men  who 
I  achieved  our  independence  and  framed  our  admirable 
i  onstitutiou  and  system  of  Government,  labored  for 
I its  extinction.  Most  prouiiuent  among  those  who 
sought  the  removal  of  the  evil,  were  the  patriots  and 
statesmen  of  Virginia.  They  desired  to  give  to  tin- 
world  a  practical  demonstration  ol  the  principles  which 
they  had  embodied  in  their  Declaration  oi  Indepen- 
dence. In  conformity  with  this  wish,  and  the  senti- 
ment of  the  country,  the  ordinance  of  1787  was  passed, 
which  prohibited  slavery  in  all  the  territory  then  be- 
longing to  the  Government.  It  was  permitted  in  the 
territory  from  which  the  States  of  Kentucky,  Ten- 
nessee, Alabama,  and  Mississippi  were  formed,  because 
either  by  a-n  >  Hunt  or  express  provision  in  the  acts 
ol  cession,  Congress  was  prohibited  from  interfering 
\sith  the  Institution.  State  necessity  required  that  the 
mouth  of  the  Mississippi  should  be  controlled  by  this 
Government.  To  secure  this,  the  Territory  of  Loui- 
siana, in  which  slavery  already  existed,  was  pur- 
chased of  France  for  315,000,000.  State  necessity  de- 
manded the  possession  of  Florida,  where  slavery'  also 
existed;  and  it  too  was  purchased  of  Spain  in  1819.  for 
$5,000,00ri.  and  has  since  cost  us  more  than  $50,000,000 
to  reclaim  it  from  the  Indians.  Louisiana  was  admit- 
ted as  a  slave  State  in  1812;  but  when  Missouri,  in 
|  1818,  applied  for  admission,  a  part  of  the  Represent- 
atives from  the  Southern  States,  and  neatly  all  from 
the  northern  States  resisted  her  application." 

Up  to  this  time,  slavery  had  existed  by  law  in  all  the 
'  territory  the  General  Government   had  ever  acquired, 
I  at  the  time  of  its  acquisition.    The  Northwestern  Ter- 
ritory, at  the  time   it  was  ceded    by  Virginia,  was.  in 
/"i".  slave  territory — if  we    admit   that  Virginia  had  a 
valid  title  to   it — although  slavery   did  not  exi>t  their 
in/act,  because  it  was  uninhabited.     Dp   to  this  time, 
also,  it  had  been  the  policy  of  the  Government  to  per- 
mit slavery  to   remain  in  territory  where  it  existed  in 
/iirt,  but  to  exclude  it  from  uninhabited  country  where 
ii  bad  no  existence  in  fact.     But   now,  on  the  applica- 
tion of  Missouri   to   come  into  the    Onion    as   a  slave, 
State,  the  first   serious   attempt   was   made  to  enforce 
flie  ultimate  abolition  of  slavery  in  territory  where  if 
j  already  had  an  actual  existence,   and    to  prohibit   its 
tin  thei  introduction  therein.     The   contest  assumed  a 
'sectional  aspect  :  and  so  fierce    was   the  strife  in  Con- 


grass  aud  throughout  the  country,  a?  to  threaten  the 
safety  of  the  Union.  When  the  bill  to  authorize  the 
people  of  Missouri  to  form  a  constitution  and  .State 
government  came  up  in  the  House  oi  Representatives 

on  the  13th  of  February,  1S19,  the  following  amend- 
ment was  offered  : 

"And provided,  also,  That  the  further  introduction 
of  slavery  or  involuntary  servitude  be  prohibited,  ex- 
cept for  the  punishment  of  crimes,  whereof  the  party 
shall  be  duly  convicted,  and  that  all  children  of  slaves 
born  within  said  State  after  the  admission  thereof  into 
the  Union,  shall  be  free,  but  may  be  held  to  service 
uutil  the  age  of  twenty-five  years." 

On  this  amendment  the  vote  was— yeas  87,  nays  76. 
Of  the  eighty -seven  yeas,  all  were  from  the  free  States 
but  one.  Of  the  seventy-six  nays,  sixty-six  were 
from  slave  States,  and  ten  from  free  States.  In  the 
Senate  this  amendment  was  lost ;  hut  on  the  final  vote 
in  that  body  for  the  admission  of  Missouri  without  re- 
striction as  to  slavery,  the  vote  was — yeas  23,  nays  21. 
Of  the  yeas,  twenty  were  from  slave  States,  and  three 
from  free  States.  Of  the  nays,  nineteen  were  from 
free  States,  and  two  from  Delaware,  a  slave  State. 
Among  the  nays  I  find  the  name  of  my  paternal  un- 
cle, Colonel  William  Trimble,  who  then  represented 
Ohio,  the  State  of  his  adoption,  in  the  United  States 
Senate.  Though  roared  in  a  slave  State,  and  an  inher- 
itor of  slaves,  he  had  imbibed  the  sentiments  of  a  large 
minority  of  the  people  of  the  then  border  slave  States, 
and  in  all  this  struggle,  vindicated  his  convictions  by 
voting  against  the  further  extension  of  this  evil. 
Some  of  those  who  approved  his  votes  then,  would. 
I  fear,  denounce  him  as  an  Abolitionist  now.  Luring 
the  three  years  of  this  Missouri  contest,  the  vote-,  of 
northern  men  exhibit  great  uuauimity,  both  against 
the  admission  of  Missouri  with  slavery  and  the  orga- 
nization of  Kansas  as  a  slave  Territory. 

These  facts,  Mr.  Speaker,  show  that  public  senti- 
ment at  the  North,  in  opposition  to  slavery,  has  not 
progressed  since  1820.  It  then  manifested  itself 
against  continuance  of  slavery  in  territory  where  it 
already  had  an  actual  existence.  It  now  manifests 
itself  only  in  opposition  to  the  extension  of  slavery  into 
free  territory,  where  it  has  no  existence  in  law  or  in 
fact.  In  other  words,  it  manifests  itself  now  in  pre- 
cisely the  same  phase  that  it  manifested  itself,  in  the 
South  as  well  as  the  North,  at  the  time  of  the  forma- 
tion of  the  Government,  when  both  sections  concurred 
in  excluding  slavery  from  the  great  Northwestern 
Territory. 

The  Missouri  controversy  was  practically  and  wise- 
ly settled,  in  1820,  by  the  admission  of  Missouri  with- 
out restriction,  and  the  establishment  of  the  parallel 
of  36  deg.  30  min.  as  a  dividing  line  through  our  then 
territorial  possessions;  north  of  which  slavery  was 
prohibited,  and  south  of  which  it  was,  by  implication, 
allowed.  The  South  then  claimed  this  compromise  as 
a  triumph.  The  North  has  ever  since  cheerfully 
yielded  to  them  the  fruits  of  that  triumph,  and  cor- 
dially acquiesced  in  a  compromise  reluctantly  entered 
into  on  their  part.  If  it  had  been  permitted  to  stand; 
if  it  had  not  been  wickedly  abrogated,  at  the  instance 
of  bad  and  wicked  men.  the  difficulties  which  now 
afflict  cur  country,  and  threaten  us  with  the  horrors 
of  civil  war,  would  never  have  been  visited  upon  us. 
If  the  re-enactment  of  that  compromise,  precisely  as 
our  fathers  made  it,  and  the  extension  of  that  line 
through  all  our  present  territory,  would  restore  peace 
and  harmony  to  a  distracted  country,  the  North,  I  be- 
lieve, would  again  acquiesce  in  such  a  settlement. 

Mr.  Speaker,  from  this  first  serious  controversy  on 
the  subject  of  slavery,  so  amicably  adjusted,  to  this, 
which.  I  trust  in  Ood,  may  be  the  last,  the  people  of 
the  North  have  occupied  the  same  position  of  opposi- 
tion to  its  extension.  Look  through  all  the  legislation 
of  the  country,  on  the  annexation  of  Texas,  the  Wit- 
mot  proviso  contest,  and  that  growing  out  of  our  Mex- 
ican acquisitions,  which  resulted  in  the  compromise 
of  1850  ;  and,  with  but  few  exceptions,  northern  Rep- 
resentatives of  all  parties  have  exhibited  a  uniform 
opposition  to  the  spread  of  slavery.  This  sentiment, 
I  say,  again,  has  not  changed,  unless  in  this  regard — 
thit  it  is  less  exacting  now  than  it  was  in  1820.  If 
the  South  ever  had  any  reason  to  apprehend  dauger 
to  its  institutions  from  this  cause,  it  has  less  now  than 
it  had  then.  It  is  not,  therefore,  good  cause  for  se- 
cession. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  most  serious  ground  of  complaint 
on  the  part  of  our  southern  brethren  is.  that  they  are 
denied  -equal  rights  in  the  Territories."  Is  this  well 
founded?     Are  not   the   Territories   open   alike  to  the 


citizens  of  the  slave  and  the  free  States?  Everyone 
of  the  six  million  non-slaveholders  in  the  slave  States 
has  the  same  lights  in  any  Territory  which  you  or  I 
possess:  no  more,  no  less  ;  and  even  the  four  hundred 
thousand  slaveholders  have  the  full  benefit  of  the  Dred 
Scott  decision,  unreversed  and  unaffected  by  any  sub- 
sequent legislation.     What  more  do  they  want? 

Bave  they  not  carried  their  slaves  into  Kansas  and 
Nebraska  and  New  Mexico?  The  Government  has  not 
excluded  them;  -Congress  lias  not  excluded  thorn . 
True,  th^eople  of  Kansas  preferred  freedom  to  Slav- 
ry ;  and  after  a  long  and  bloody  contest  have  adopted 
a  free  State  constitution  and  been  admitted  into  the 
Union.  Nebraska,  as  was  her  right,  has.  through  her 
Legislature,  followed  the  example  of  Kansas,  while 
New  Mexico  has  established  slavery  and  passed  laws 
for  its  protection.  Where  is  the  Territory  from  which 
the  South  has  been  excluded  ?  There  is  none  ;  and  all 
the  denunciations  of  disunionists  and  the  lamentations 
of  their  northern  sympathizers  amount  tojnstnoth- 
iug  at  all.  New  Mexico  was  organized  in  1850.  under 
the  compromise  bill  of  that  year,  and  has  been  op-  n 
to  emigration  from  the  South  for  ten  years.  No  ob- 
stacles have  been  interposed ;  and  yet  the  southern 
people  have  not.  found  the  inducement*  sufficient  to 
transfer  their  slaves  from  the  cotton  and  sugar  plan- 
tations to  the  barren  plains  of  this  Territory.  In  ten 
years  only  about  twenty  have  reached  there,  and  in 
ten  more  this  number  is  more  likely  to  be  diminished 
than  increased. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  simple,  plain  facts  in  regard  to  the 
Territories  are.  that  in  1S50  New  Mexico  and  Utah 
were  organized  without  restrictions  as  to  slavery,  the 
question  being  left  with  the  people  to  determine  for 
themselves.  Democrats  in  Congress  from  both  the 
South  and  North  voted  for  this  law  ;  and  the  party 
indorsed  it  in  the  convention  which  nominated  Mr. 
Pierce  in  1852.  In  1S54  the  Democratic  party  in  Con- 
gress repealed  the  Missouri  compromise  of  1820.  which 
had  excluded  slavery  from  all  territory  north  of  36°  . 
30',  and  organized  the  Territories  of  Kansas 
and  Nebraska  under  the  principle  of  squatter 
sovereignty. 

The  object  of  this  legislation  was  said  to 
be  the  removal  of  the  slavery  question  from 
Congress.  The  country  now  understands  it 
to  bave  been  the  introduction  of  slavery  into 
Territories  from  which  it  had  been  excluded 
by  the  compromise  of  1820.  Now,  sir,  un- 
der Democratic  law,  slavery  has  been  car- 
ried into  all  these  Territories  ;  under  Demo- 
cratic law,  the  people  in  Kansas  and  Nebras- 
ka have  chosen  free  institutions,  and  in  New 
Mexico  slave  institutions.  These  democratic 
laws  are  now  on  the  statute-books,  un- 
changed. The  status  of  all  the  Territories  is 
settled  ;  and  if  the  South  has  been  deprived 
of  any  of  her  rights,  it  is  no  fault  of  the 
North,  for  the  South  has  made  the  laws  and 
had  their  execution  in  her  own  hands.  All 
this  outcry,  therefore,  ahout  the  North  de- 
priving the  South  of  equal  rights  in  the 
Territories,  is  a  miserable  sham,  success- 
fully used  by  northern  demagogues  and 
southern  secessionists  in  producing  strife 
and  discord. 

It  now  remains  to  be  seen  whether  the 
sober  second  thought  of  the  people  of  this 
great  and  prosperous  country  will  deem 
these  causes  sufficient  to  justify  the  dismem- 
berment of  their  Government,  and  the  in- 
auguration of  the  deadly  strife  of  war. 

Mr.  Speaker,  propositions  have  been  pre- 
sented to  Congress  and  the  country,  by  the 
distinguished  Senator  from  Kentucky,  [Mr. 
Crittenden,]  as  a  panacea  for  the  great  evil 
of  secession.  My  support  of  them  has  been 
requested  by  a  portion  of  my  constituents. 


I    I    wish    to   state    some  of  the  reasons! 
which   will   compel    me  to  decline  the  re- 
quest.   Jt  i»  greatly  to  lie  regretted  that  such 
propositions  should  have  been  introduced  by 
such   a  man.      Honored  and  revered  as  is  his 
name  in  all  the  middle    and   western  States. 
anything  emanating  from  him  in  a  time  of 
peril  to   the   Union   would  lie  received  with 
favor,    and   without    scrutiny.     In    this  in- 
stance, thousands  of  intelligent  men,  every- 
where, supposed   that    he   had   merely    pro-, 
posed  the    restoration  of    the    old  Missouri 
compromise,  and,  without  examination,  gave 
their  approval.     It  is  now  apparent  that  the 
great  name  of  this    venerable    patriot  was 
used  to  give  weight  to  the   devices  of  Other 
ineu.     It  would  be  unjust  to  him  to  suppose 
that  his  better  judgment,  uninfluenced  by  fear 
for    bis    country,    could     have    approved   a 
scheme    so  hopelessly    impracticable.     The 
emergency  which  called  it  forth  is  now  upon 
us;  but  before   it  can  be  made  available,  it 
must    receive  the  sanction  ot  two-thirds  of 
both  Houses  of  Congress,  and  the    vote  of 
three-fourths  of  the  States.     1  his  requires 
time.     Before    California  and  Oregoujcould 
be  reached  and  heard  from,  the  hour  would 
have  arrived  and   passed    at    which  we  are 
told    the    Union    is  to  be  dissolved,  unless 
these  measures    are    adopted.     But,    sir,  if 
there  was  time  for  this  action  of  the  States, 
their  extraordinary   character   would  insure 
their   rejection,   and  thus  increase  the   evil 
they  wen;  proposed  to  remedy. 

What  are  these  propositions  ?     They  con- 
sist of  six  amendments  of  the  Constitution 
and   four   declaratory    resolutions.     I    shall 
only  notice  those  to  which    I  have  the  most 
serious  objection. 

The  first  proposes  to  divide  the  Territo- 
ries of  the  United  States,  "now  held  or  here- 
after acquired/'  between  slavery  and  free- 
dom, by  a  geographical  line  of  36°  30'.  All 
north  of  the  line  to  be  free;  but  "in  all  the 
territory  EOUth  of  the  line,  now  held  or  Aerc- 
acquired,  slavery  of  the  African  race  is 
hereby  recognized  at  existing,  and  shall  not  be 
inter/'' red  with  by  Congress,  but  shall  be  pro- 
tected as  property  by  all  the  departments  of  the 
orial  government  during  its  continuance." 
\\  hen  the  Territories  either  north  or  south 
o(  the  line  have  acquired  the  requisite  pop- 
ulation, they  may  be  admitted  into  the 
Union,  with  or  without  slavery,  as  their 
constitution  may  provide. 

1  object  to  this  proposition,  first,  be 
I  am  satisfied  with  our  Constitution  as  it 
is — just  as  our  fathers  made  it.  We  have 
lived  under  it  and  prospered  for  eighty 
rears.  Every  right  of  the  States,  and  of  the 
citizens  of  auch  States,  has  been  protected, 
and  no  necessity  has  yet  arisen,  as  I  believe, 
to  demand  a  change.  1  object  to  it  because 
it  undertakes  prospectively  to  establish  sla- 
very in  foreign  countries — in  territory  which 
we  do  not. own,  and  have  no  right  to  assume 
that  we  ever  shall  own.  It  is  to  be  held  out 
as   a  bribe  to   marauders  and   filibusters, 


who  would  involve  us. in  wars  of  conquest 
against  all  the  weak  neighboring  State.-,. 
whose  lands  might  lie  adapted  to  sli  very. 
I  object  again,  because  it  "recognizes ■"  or  es- 
tablishes and  protects  slavery  in  free  terri- 
tory, and  against  the  will  and  Irishes  of  the 
people. 

I  object  again,  because,  it  virtually  ex- 
eludes  my  constituents,  and  all  other  men 
who  prefer  freedom  to  slavery,  from  all  the 
Territories  that  may  hereafter  be  acquired 
south  of  36°  30',  except  at  the  hazard  of  a 
lonir,  and  it  might  be,  a  bloody  contest, 
such  as  disgraced  our  annals  in  Kansas. 

I  object  again,  because  it  is  in  violation  of 
the  principles  of  all  free  government  ;  and 
lastly,  sir,  because  it  demands  a  sacrifice  of 
my  convictions  of  right,  and  of  my  princi- 
ples, inherited  from  a  Virginia  ancestry,  and 
strengthened  by  the  teachings  of  southern 
.statesmen,  i  believe  slavery  to  be  an  evil  ; 
land  I  believe  it  more  firmly  now  than  ever 
before.  I  believe,  too.  that  it  is  a  local  iu- 
!  stitutiou,  and  wholly  dependent  upon  local 
law  for  its  maintenance.  I  cannot,  then, 
consent  to  provide  by  constitutional  amend- 
ment for  its  nationalization,  and  for  the  ac- 
quisition of  territory  into  which  this  evil  is 
to  be  extended  and  perpetuated.  I  stand, 
sir,  where  Mr.  Clay  stood  in  1850,  when  he 
declared  : 

"And  now.  tir.  coming  from  a  slave  Statu,  an  I  do, 
I  owe  it  to  myself,  I  owe  it  to  truth.  I  owe  it  to  the 
subject,  to  state  that  no  earthly  power  could  iuduco 
me  to  vote  for  a  spociue  measure  for  the  introduction 
of  slavery  where  it  had  not  before  existed,  either 
south  or  north  of  that  line.  Coming,  as  1  do,  from 
aslave8tate.it  la  my  solemn,  deliberate,  and  well- 
matured  determination  that  no  power — uo  earthly 
power — shall  compel  me  to  vote  for  the  positive  in- 
trodHCtion  of  slavery  either  south  or   north   of  that 

.'  Hoe." 

This,   sir,    is  the  position  of  my  coustitu- 
|ents.     The  question  was  fairly  submitted  to 
(them  at  the  last   presidential  election,  and 
[decided  by  the  emphatic  majority  of  twenty- 
two  thousand  in  a  vote  of  twenty-two  thou- 
|  sand  five  hundred.     Republicans  and  Doug- 
las   Democrats  agreed,  not  only  in  their  op- 
position to  the  disunion  dogma  of  slavery 
protection,  but  also  as  to  the   power  to  ex- 
clude slavery  from  a  Territory ;   the  former 
claiming  the    power  for  both  Congress  and 
the  Territorial  Legislature,  the  latter  for  the 
I  Territorial  Legislature  only.     The  delegates 
from  this  district  at  the  Charleston  and  Bal- 
;  timore  Democratic  conventions  preferred  the 
rupture  of  their  party  to  a  surrender  of  these 
principles.     They  were   sustained  by  their 
party  friends  at  home,  and  one  of  them  cho- 
sen as  their  caudidate  for  Congress.     But  a 
more  emphatic  indorsement  may  be  found  in 
the  presidential  vote — Mr.    Douglas  receiv- 
ing over  ten    thousand,  while  Mr.    Breckin- 
ridge received  four    hundred   and  fifty.     To 
ja  public  sentiment  thus  fairly  and  fully  ex- 
pressed by  the  people  of  my  district,  on  the 
O'th  of  November    last,  I   cannot  prove  rec- 
j  reant. 

Article  three.     This  article  is  intended  to 


protect  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  j county  of  the  northern  States  where  a  res- 
Mr.  Speaker,  I  know  of  no  party  that  pro-  cue  or  attempt  at  intimidation  or  rescue  i- 
poses  to  interfere  with  it.  and  would  deem  charged,  the  people  are  either  to  he  taxed 
it  a  violation  of  good  faith  in  any  party  to  for  the  value  of  the  negro,  or  burdened  with 
do  so.  While  I  am  willing,  therefore,  to  the  expense  of  resisting  the  suit  of  the  Unit- 
unite  with  men  of  all  parties  in  a  declara- 1  ed  States.  Angry  discussions,  sectional  ani- 
tion  that  Congress  shall  not  abolish  slavery  niositv,  and  hatred  to  the  Government,  will 
in  the  District  so  long  as  it  exists  in  the  be  the  natural  fruits  of  such  an  enactment. 
State  of  Maryland,  nor  without  the  consent  The  people  in  the  free  States  will  never  con- 
of  the  inhabitants,  I  am  not  willing  to  de-  sent  to  be  harassed  by  expensive  law-suits, 
prive  the  people  of  Maryland  and  the  Dis-  or  taxed  for  the  value  of  runaway  negroes, 
triet  of  the  exercise  of  their  discretion,  by  j  upon  the  testimony  of  a  worthless  and  cow- 
requiring  the  consent  of  Virginia,  who  has  ardly  deputy  marshal,  who  tails,  from  mere 
bo  greater  interestthan  any  otuer~sIave  State,  \intimidation,  to  execute  a  Federal  law.  In 
Article  five.  It  is  well  known,  Mr  Speaker,  my  district  there  ha3  been  no  opposition  to 
that  the  fugitive  slave  law  of  1850  is  obnox-  the  execution  of  the  present  fugitive  slave 
ious  to  the  northern  people,  and  that  it  was  law,  and  less  complaint  made  of  it  than  in 
drawn  up  by  its  author  with  the  express  I  New  England,  and  the  northern  portion  of 
view  of  making  it  so.  The  occasional  re- 1  the  western  States  ;  but  we,  no  less  than  our 
sistance  to  its  execution,  and  the  enactment 'northern  friends,  think  the  law  objectiona- 
of  personal  liberty  bills  in  some  of  the  '  ble,  and  liable  to  gjut  abuse.  It  has  been 
States,  are  chiefly  due  to  some  of  its  harsh  j  abused  in  my  distnrt,  as  it  has  been  else- 
and  unjust  provisions.  In  proposing  a  mod-!  where  ;  and  it  may  justly  be  claimed,  as 
ification  of  the  law,  it  was  reasonable  to  ex-  \  proof  of  the  loyalty  of  our  people,  that  so 
pect  that  some  regard  would  be  had  to  theifew  cases  of  successful  interference  have  oc- 


feelings  and  sentiments  of  the  people  among 
whom  it  was  to  have  its  operation.  In  one 
of  Mr.  Cuittenden's  resolutions,  two  changes 
are  proposed  which  are  proper  to  be  made — 
one    making   the   fee   of  the    commissioner 


curred. 

The  President  declares  in  his  message  that 
the  law  has  been  executed  in  every  contest- 
ed case  during  his  administration.  Mr. 
Ethbridsb,  of  Tennessee,  stated  in  this 
equal  in  amount,  '-whether  his  decision  be 'House,  a  few  days  since,  "  that  not  a  dozen 
in  favor  of  or  against  the  claimant;''  the  [slaves  have  been  rescued  within  the  last 
other  limiting  the  authority  of  the  marshal  forty  years  from  the  custody  of  the  officers 
to  summon  to  his  aid  the  posse  comitalus  only  jof  the  United  States.'-'  The  Senator  from 
in  cases  in  which  there  shall  be  resistance,  j  Illinois.  (Mr.  Douglas,)  and  the  Senator  from 
or  danger  of  resistance  or  rescue.  But,  sir, i Ohio.  (Mr.  Plgh.)  both  testified  on  the  floor 
while  these  two  changes  are  proposed  intheiof  the  Senate,  this  session,  to  the  fact  of  its 
law,  which  is  subject  to  repeal  by  Congress  ■  uniform  execution.  And.  Mr.  Speaker, 
at  any  time,  other  provisions  more  objec- ;  though  a  class  of  unscrupulous  politicians, 
tionable  are  proposed  to  be  incorporated  in  j  even  in  my  district,  as  well  as  elsewhere  in  the 
the  Constitution,  which  are  to  be  irrepeala- ;  North,  for  political  purposes,  have  defamed 
ble  forever.     The  first  makes  it  the  duty  of  ( their  own  sections  about  the  enforcement  of 

this  law,  I  affirm  here  that  scarcely  any  law 
upon  the  statute-book  of  any  free  border 
State  of  the  Union  has  been  so  uniformly 
and  faithfully  executed  as  this.  I  deem  this, 
then,  a  good  reason  why  the  present  law 
should  not  be  made  more  stringent,  oppres- 
sive, and  unjust.  If  the  object  be  to  defeat 
the  purpose  of  the  law  by  making  it  more 
obnoxious  to  public  sentiment,  then  it  is  ac- 
complished by  this  constitutional  amendment 


Congress  to  provide  by  law  that  the  United 
States  shall  pay  to  the  owner  who  shall  ap- 
ply for  it  the  full  value  of  his  fugitive  slave 
in  all  cases  where  the  marshal  or  other  offi- 
cer whose  duty  it  was  to  arrest  said  fugitive 
was  prevented  from  so  doing  by  violence  or 
intimidation  ;  or  when,  after  arrest,  said  fu- 
gitive was  rescued  by  force. 

The  second  provides,  that  when  the  Unit- 
ed   States  shall  pay  for  said  fugitive,   they 
shall  have  the  right  in  their  own   name  to  |  of  Mr.  Crittenden. 
sue  the  county   in  which   said  violence,  in-       But,  sir,  to  make  these   propositions  still 


timidation,  or  rescue  was  committed,  and  to 
recover  from  it,  with  interest  and  damages, 
the  amount  paid  by  them  for  said  fugitive 


more  objectionable  and  impracticable,  the 
very  foundation  of  all  free  government  is 
violated   by  providing,   in  the  sixth  article, 


slave;  and  then  that  "  the  county  shall  Sue  that  the  five  preceding  articles  and  two  arti- 
and  recover  from  the  wrong-doers  or  rescu-  cles  in  o^ir  present  Constitution  shall  never 
ers.''  It  is  impossible  to  conceive  of  a  mea-  be  amended.  Whatever  propriety  there  maj' 
sure  more  full  of  mischief,  more  liable  to  I  be  in  closing  the-  door  against  any  ainend- 
abuse,  more  certain   to  excite  angry  discus-  ment  of   the  Constitution    authorizieg   the 


sion  in  and  out  of  Congress.  Every  rescue 
of  a  fugitive  slave,  or  attempt  at  intimida- 
tion or  rescue,  renews  the  agitation  of  the 
slavery  question  in  Congress ;  for  the  Gov- 
ernment cannot  pay  for  the  negro  until  Con- 
gress  appropriates   the   money.      In  .  every 


General  Government  to  interfere  with  slave- 
ry in  the  States  where  it  exists,  against  the 
will  of  their  citizens,  I  never  can  consent, 
and  my  constituents  never  will  consent  that 
this  untried  experiment  of  compelling  the 
people  of  a  county  in    which    a  slave    may 
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be  rescued    by  violence   or  intimidation,    to 

p  iv  the  value  ot  such  slave,  shall  be  made 
an  irrtpealabh  article  of  the  Constitution,  as 
unchangeable  as  the  laws  of  t hr  Medea  and 

Persians. 

Nor  can  I  consent,  nor  will  my  constituents 
consent,  that  n  perpetual  and  irrepealable 
guarantee  shall  be  given  to  the  establish- 
ment  and  protection  of  slavery  in  all  the 
territory  which  we  may  acquire  for  all  time 
to  come.  The  proposition  is  a  monstrous 
one.  No  matter  what  changes  time  may 
make  in  the  affairs  of  men,  their  moral  sen- 
timents, their  interests,  or  political  necessi- 
ties, so  far  as  this  Government  may  extend 
its  jurisdiction  southward,  even  if  it  shall 
stretch  forth  its  arms  and  embrace  all  Cen- 
tral and  South  America,  it  is  to  carry  slave- 
ry with  it  and  fasten  it  upon  the  inhabitants, 
whether  they  desire  it  or  not,  by  an  irrevo- 
cable law.  a 

And  these  are  the  prepositions  which  have 
been  brought  into  the  Congress  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  and  pressed  upon  us  by  southern 
Democrats  and  northern  Democrats  and  Bell 
men,  as  a  remedy  for  defects  in  our  Consti- 
tution ;  as  a  measure  of  peace — a  bribe  to 
traitors.  They  are  the  propositions  which 
party  leaders  and  a  debased  partisan  press 
throughout  the  land,  are  urging  the  people 
to  indorse  in  Union  meetings,  which  they 
get  up  for  the  purpose.  If  they  are  just  and 
right,  what  a  terrible  responsibility  must 
fall  upon  the  Democratic  press,  the.  Demo- 
cratic leaders,  and  the  one  million  five  hun- 
dred thousand  men  who  cast  their  votes  for 
Mr.  Douglas  at  the  last  Presidential  election, 
for  the  immense  losses  and  suffering  brought 
uixiii  the  country  by  the  derangement  of  its 
commerce  and  trade  and  industry  !  Who 
bnt  they  are  responsible  for  the  rebellion 
and  treason  that  threatens  the  total  annihi- 
lation of  the  Government  ?  If  they  are  just 
and  right,  then  the  demand  of  the  southern 
disunion  Democracy  at  Charleston  and  Bal- 
timore was  not  unjust  and  improper.  What 
did  they  ask?  Far  less  than  these  proposi- 
tions concede:  simply  the  adoption  by  Con- 
gress of  a  slave  code  to  protect  slave  property 
in  the  Territories  which  we  now  own.  But 
rather  than  yield  to  such  a  demand,  the 
Douglas  Democracy  suffered  their  slave  code 
brethren  to  secede  from  the  convention, 
break  up  the  great  Democratic  party,  and 
thus  secure  an  easy  triumph  for  Mr.  Lincoln. 

They  professed  then  to  believe  that  popu- 
lar sovereignty  was  the  only  principle  upon 
which  the  rights  of  the  State-,  the  peace  of 
the  country,  and  the  perpetuity  of  our  Gov- 
ernment could  be  sustained.  Though  agree- 
ing to  leave  the  question  to  the  decision  of 
the  Supreme  Coart,  they  yet  maintained  that 
protection  to  slave  property  in  the  Territo- 
ries would  be  unconstitutional  and  against 
the    pirit  of  free  institutions. 

These  same  men  now  throw  away  as  a 
worthless  thing  the  principles  for  which, 
ninety  days  Since,  they  professed  so  much 


devotion.  Then,  a  Congressional  slave  code 
tor  the  Territories  was  an  abomination  ; 
now.  the  protection  of  slavery,  not  only  in 
the  Territories  we  now  have  or  may  hereafter 
acgvir8southof36030/,butal]  places  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  in  its  transit 
through  free  States,  by  all  the  powers  of  the 
territorial  and  General  Government,  is  pro- 
per and  right.  Were  these  men  sincere? 
Whs  popnlar  sovereignty  a  great  principle 
before  the.  election,  and  a  great  humbug  and 
'cheat  after  the  election  ?  Practice,  it  is  said, 
makes  perfect ;  but  the  frequent  shifts  and 
changes  of  the  Democratic  creeds  in  the  last 
l\'\v  years  will  hardly  account  for  the  facili- 
ty with  which  this  abandonmentof  a  favorite 
doctrine  of  the  party  has  been  made.  A 
sudden  inspiration  of  patriotism  explains  it 
all.  The  country  is  in  danger :  Lincoln  has 
been  elected  ;  the  South  is  displeased  ;  and 
ias  she  has  rewarded  us  well  for  our  devotiou 
to  her  interests  heretofore,  so  now  we  will 
[surrender  our  principles,  save  the  Union,  re- 
construct the  great  Democratic  party  on  a 
i  slave  basis,  pure  and  simple,  and  once  more 
1  hope  to  revel  in  honors  and  spoils  of  office. 

Mr.  Speaker,  every  department  of  this 
Government — executive,  judicial,  and  legis- 
lative— has  been  in  the  hands  of  the  Deino- 
|Cratic  party  for  the  last  eight  yc*rs.  Its 
policy  and  legislation  have  been  directed  and 
controlled  by  that  party.  What  they  have 
been  is  matter  of  history,  and  I  shall  not 
now  speak  of  them  ;  but  the  verdict  of  con- 
demnation by  the  people  was  emphatically 
pronounced  in  November  last.  Sir,  bad  as 
the  administration  of  Mr.  Buchanan  was  be- 
lieved to  be,  the  half  had  not  been  told. 
The  developments  tf  corruption  in  high 
places  ;  the  complete  bankruptcy  of  the  Gov- 
ernment; the  indictment  of  a  Cabinet  offi- 
cer by  the  grand  jury  of  this  District  for  em- 
bezzlement; the  conspiracy  of  some  of  the 
President's  own  advisers  to  overthrow  the 
Government;  and  the  complicity  of  the  Pre- 
sident himself,  as  shown  by  his  own  state- 
ments, are  facts  that  amaze  and  alarm  the 
country.  And  now,  when  this  party  has 
succeeded  in  its  work  of  destruction,  and 
!  our  once  glorious  Union  is  declared  by  them- 
selves to  be  drawing  its  last  gasp,  they  throw 
up  their  hands  in  holy  horror,  and  call  upon 
Republicans  to  avert,  if  possible,  the  disas- 
ter which  they  have  produced.  How?  Is 
not  the  Government  still  in  the  hands  of 
.those  who  have  sought  to  destroy  it  ? 

The  rebellion  of  the  six  seceding  States 
is  Dpenl j  justified  by  Democrats,  even  in  the 
North,  and  resistance  to  the  execution  of  the 
laws  encouraged.  The  President  seeks  only 
to  preserve  peace  and  avoid  collision  by  sur- 
rendering the  Federal  property  to  the  rebel- 
lious States.  Republicans  are  perfectly  pow- 
erless, except  to  sustain  the  President  and 
vote  supplies.  How,  then,  are  they  to  save 
the  Union  ?  Democracy  prescribes  the  mode : 
adopt  the  Crittenden  proposition  by  a  two- 
thirds  vote,  help   us   to   nationalize  slavery. 


\ 


and  the  work   is  dene.     No  matter  it'  the      Now,  sir,  uader  such  circumstances,  "what 

voice  of  two-thirds  of  the   people   has  de- !  would  you  do?"  is  a  very  inappropriate  ques- 


clared   against  this  thing;   no  matter  if  Be 

publican?  do  violate  pledges  to  constituents 
and    sacrifice  their  principles  and  views  of 


tiou  to  put  to  me.  If  Abraham  Lincoln  was 
in  the  presidential  chair  instead  of  James 
Buchanan,  I  would  answer  that  question  as 


policy  in   the  government,  the  Union  is  in  I  other  gentlemen  have   answered   it,  and,  I 


danger  by  our  act,  and  if  yon  do  not  help  us 
save  it  in  this  way  it  shall  not  be  saved  at  all. 

Mr.  Speaker,  this  is  the  spirit  in  which 
these  propositions  have  been  pressed  here 
and  presented  by  some  of  the  States  as  an 
ultimatum  for  the  adjustment  of  our  unfor- 
tunate troubles.  From  the  hour  of  their 
introduction  it  must  have  been  known  to 
gentlemen  here  that  they  Avere  impractica- 
ble, and  it  is  therefore  to  be  regretted  that 
the  discussions  here  should  have  inspired 
hope  of  their  passagein  the  breasts  of  honest 
Cnion  men  of  the  border  States.  The  Union, 
sir,  cannot  be  saved  by  these  amendments  to 
the   Constitution.     Every    member    of    this 

body  knows  that,  and  the  country  ought,  to  !  day.  and,  if  I  am  not^nistaken.  the  Legisla- 
have  known  it  long  since.  tures  of  all  the  southern  States  still  in  the 

Mr.  Speaker,  having  accomplished  my  Union  have  formally  resolved,  that  this 
purpose  in  stating  the  reasons  which  would  I  would  be  regarded  as  coercion,  and  would 
compel  me  to  oppose  the  Crittenden  propo-  unite  all  the  slaveholding  States  in  resist- 
sitions,  I  have  but  little  more  to  say.  Ajance.  If  these  resolves  should  be  made 
number  of  other  propositions  have  been  sub-  good,  if  such  a  united  opposition  as  that  of 
mitted  to  the  House,  with  the  view  of  pro-  fifteen  States  should  be  made  to  the  enforce- 
viding  an  escape  from  the  danger  into  which  ment  of  the  laws  of  the  federal  government, 
our  country  has  fallen.  Of  their  merits,  then,  in  my  judgment,  our  government  is  a 
their  practicability,  or  their  necessity,  1  do  failure,  and  should  be  abandoned  or  remod- 
not  propose  to  speak.  They  will  be  subject ''deled.  1  would  not  test  this  question  by  the 
to  amendment,  and  maybe  so  modified  as  sword,  when  it  would  necessarily  involve 
to   render   any  criticisms    upon    them    now  one-half  of  the  country  in  a  destructive  war 


am  most  happy  to  say,  as  some  Douglas 
Democrats  have  answered  it.  1  would  treat 
these  erring  States  with  great  forbearance; 
but  I  would  reinforce  Forts  Sumter  and 
Pickens — the  only  defences  now  left  in  the 
possession  of  the  Government — and  defend 
them  at  all  hazards.  I  would  collect  the 
revenue  in  all  the  ports  on  board  of  vessels 
stationed  in  the  harbors  ;  and  when  it  could 
not  be  done,  I  would  ask  Congress  to  repeal 
the  laws  making  them  ports  of  entry.  I 
would  stop  the  mails,  or  leave  them  and  the 
expense  of  carrying  them  to  the  care  of  the 
seceding  States. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker^e  are  told  here  every 


r>*'e 
of  mi 


inapplicable  then. 


with    the    other  half.     But  the   question  is 


We  cannot  conceal  from  ourselves  the  the  most  important  that  has  yet  arisen  in 
tact  that  our  country  is  undergoing  a  great  our  country,  and  it  may  be  that  we  cannot 
revolution;  that  open  war  and  resistance  to  avoid  its  decisioi  if  we  would. 
the  authority  of  the  Government  exist  in  If  the  right  of  a  State  or  of  several  States 
several  of  the  southern  States  of  the  Con-  j  to  secede  from  the  Union  exists,  whenever  it 
federacy.  It  is  too  apparent,  also,  that  suits  fheir  caprice  or  supposed  interest,  and 
those  to  whom  the  authority  and  honor  of  the  government  cannot  even  so  much  as  de- 
the  Government  had  been  committed  have! fend  the  property  in  those  States  which  be- 
been  both  both  openly  and  secretly  aiding; longs  to  all  the  rest,  nor  protect  the  lives 
and  abetting  rebellion.  Equally  clear  is  it  j  and  property  of  the  citizens  of  other  States 
now  that  the  purpose  of  the  leading  spirits  j  who  may  happen  to  be  in  those  that  secede, 
in  some  of  the  seceding  States  to  break  up  i  then  our  Constitution  is  a  farce,  and  thegov- 
this  Government,  has  been  maturing  for|ernment  under  it  a  mockery.  Admit  the 
thirty  years,  and  they  only  waited  a  favor- [doctrine,  and  the  legislation  of  Congress, 
able  opportunity  to  strike  the  fatal  blow.  lithe  raising  and  collection  of  revenue,  the 
need  not  refer  to  the  speeches  of  gentlemen  protection  of  the  industrial  interests  of  the 
in  the  late  conventions  of  the9e  States,  in  j  country,  and  even  the  sentiments  of  the  peo- 
which  the  avowals  are  made  of  their  long-  pie,  will  be  made,  as  now,  pretexts  for 
concealed  designs.  They  are  familiar  to  the  throwing  off  the  authority  of  the  govern- 
Honse  and  to  the  country.  These  declara-  .ment.  No  government  can  exist  under  such 
tions  are  also  accompanied  by  disclaimers  of  I  license,  and  it  is  idle  to  talk  about  it.     If, 


sudden  passion  or  disappointed  ambition 
haviug  anything  to  do  with  the  grave  step 
which  they  have  taken.  Personal  liberty 
bills;  the  non-execution  of  the  fugive  slave 
law;  equal  rights  in  the  Territories;  the 
election  of  Lincoln;  and  all  such  causes  of 
disaffection  in  the  South,  heretofore  so  in- 
dustriously used  upon  the  stump,  by  the 
press,  and  in  Congress,  are  indignantly 
scouted  as  unworthy  causes  of  so  great  an 
event  as  the  birth  of  an  empire. 


then,  the  seceding  States  adhere  to  this  po- 
sition, and  are  justified  and  sustained  in  it 
by  any  considerable  number  of  the  other 
states,  and  if  the  causes  are  repudiated 
which  have  been  heretofore  urged  in  justifi- 
cation of  secession,  and  the  act  is  now  based 
upon  incompatibility  of  interest  and  char- 
acter between  the  two  sections,  then  are  the 
hopes  of  compromise  faint  indeed.  But  I 
cannot  believe  that  a  majority  even  of  the 
people  in  the  border  slave  States  are  ready 


to  assume  this  position,  or  that  such  dis- 
similarity of  character  or  interest  exists  as' 
to  preclude  the  possibility  of  our  remaining! 
one  people,  and  under  the  Bame  government. 

1  know,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  the  public  mind 
of  the  South  has  been  poisoned  by  the  in- 1 
strumeutality,  not  only  <•!  its  own  public 
men  and  newspaper  press,  i  m  by  the  public 
men  and  press  of  the  North.  I  know  that 
the  grossest  misrepresentations  of  the  feel- 
ings and  sentiments  of  the  northern  people 
on  the  subject  of  slavery  have  been  made 
by  both.  1  know  that  the  ravings  id'  Aboli-I 
tionists  and  the  garbled  extracts  from  the  | 
speeches  and  writings  of  a  few  prominent 
men  have  been  scattered  broadcast  over  the 
South  as  the  real  sentiment  of  all  their  peo- 
ple. And  I  know,  too,  that  southern  men, 
around  their  own  family  hearths,  upon  the 
corners  of  the  streets,  upon  the  stump,  and 
at  the  hustings,  have  thoughtlessly  given 
very  erroneous  ideas,  to  both  -white  and 
black,  of  the  aitris  of  the  Republican  party. 
Unfortunate  as  is  this  state  of  things,  it  can 
and  ought  to  be  remedied.  If  southern  gen- 
tlemen on  this  floor,  as  some  noble  spirits 
have  done,  would  send  out,  in  truthful  and 
patriotic  speeches,  the  antidote  to  the  poison 
of  misrepresentation,  encourage  a  timid 
President  in  the  enforcement  of  the  laws, 
and  demonstrate  to  theirpeople  the  utterim- 
possibility  of  any  right  of  the  South  being 
disturbed  by  Mr.  Lincoln  or  his  party,  the 
work  of  saving  the  Union  would  be  half  ac- 
complished. Can  we  aid  them?  I  think 
we  can.  and  without  the  sacrifice  of  prin- 
ciple on  the  part  of  any  one. 

The  North  complains  of  the  harshness, 
injustice,  and  frequent  abuse  of  the  fugitive 
slave  law.  the  South  of  its  inefficiency.  The 
amendment  to  this  law  proposed  by  the 
committee  of  thirty-three,  though  not  what 
many  gentlemen  would  like  to  have  it,  must 
render  it  more  efficient  and  less  objection- 
able, and  will  therefore  receive  my  support. 
An  unfounded  apprehension  pervades  the 
southern  mind  that  the  institution  of  slavery, 
at  some  future  time,  will  be  attacked  by  the 
Republican  or  other  dominant  party  of  the 
North.  Though  we  know  this  to  be  impos- 
sible, and  that  protection  to  slavery  in  the 
Statin  is  now  perfect,  under  the  Constitu- 
tion, yet  if  a  work  of  supererogation,  in  the 
way  of  amendment,  will  relieve  this  appre- 
hension, let  the  people  so  decide  if  they  will. 
As  you  would  remove  opposition  to  a  Fed- 
eral law  in  one  section  by  consulting  the 
sentiments  of  its  people,  so  should  you  in- 
crease in  the  people  of  another  section  de- 
votion to  the  Union  and  respect  for  the 
Constitution  by  consulting  their  fears  and 
apprehensions.  I  will  therefore  vote  to  sub- 
mit to  the  people,  for  their  approval  or  re- 
jection, the  amendment  to  the  Constitution 
proposed  by  the  committee  of  thirty-three. 
For  these  propositions,  and  any  others  that 
meet  the  approval  of  my  judgment,  as  right 
and  proper  in  themselves,  I  shall  vote,  and  be- 


cause the  bill  for  the  admission  of  New- 
Mexico  is  not  of  that  character,  I  shall  vote. 
against  it  A<,  a  measure  of  peace  or  com- 
promise it  will  lie  unacceptable  to  the  South. 
The  reasons  assigned  for  this  opposition  by 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Nelson] 
in  his  report  to  the  House  satisfy  me  that  this 
measure  might  result  in  increasing  rather 
than  in  allaying  the  excitement  in  the  South. 
At  the  last  session  of  Congress  I  voted  to 
repeal  the  slave-code  and  the  law  regulating 
peonage  in  this  Territory,  though  I  acknowl- 
edge now,  as  I  did  then,  her  right,  under  the 
act  organizing  the  Territory,  in  the  adop- 
tion id'  a  constitution,  to  establish  slavery. 
These  odious  laws  must  first  be  modified  or 
repealed  by  the  Territory  before  I  would  con- 
sent to  vote  for  a  bill  to  authorize  the  form- 
ation of  a  State  government  by  her  people, 
or  for  her  admission  as  a  State.  The  char- 
acter of  the  population — being  a  mixture  of 
Mexicans  and  Indians,  extremely  ignorant, 
and  speaking  a  different  language  from  ours 
— renders  a  longer  pupilage  necessary  before 
bestowing  upon  her  the  rights  of  sover- 
eignty. The  statement  just  made  by  the 
delegate  from  this  territory,  [Mr.  Otero,] 
corroborates  all  that  has  been  said  as  to  the 
inability  of  the  people  there  to  sustain  a 
State  government.     He  said: 

"New  Mexico  pays  to  the  ministers  of  religion 
there — the  Catholic  religion — more  than  the  taxation 
of  the  people  of  New  Hampshire.  Not  a  single  county 
in  the  Territory  is  in  debt.  The  Territory  is  not  in 
debt.  We  have  got  no  direct  taxation,  but  we  have 
indirect  taxation." 

If  the  indirect  taxation  is  now  greater  in 

this  Territory  than    the  entire    tax  of  New 

Hampshire,  it  is  very  evident  that  a  people, 

poor  as  these  are  represented  to  be,  could 

not  bear  the  additional   burden  of  a  State 

I  government.     But,  sir,  I  will  not  repeat  the 

l  arguments  that  have  been  urged  against  this 

(measure.  It  is  enough  to  know  that  it  will  not 

i  contribute  to  the  object  for  which  it  is  pro- 

j  posed — the  conciliation  of  the  South. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  declaration  is  frequently 
made  by  gentlemen  from  both  sections  of 
the  Union,  "  that  the  day  for  compromises 
is  passed."  This  may  be  so,  but  the  day  for 
doing  right  is  ever  present.  The  fate  of  all 
former  compromises  furnishes,  it  is  true, 
slight  hopes  for  their  permanency  in  the 
future.  And  to  me,  sir,  it  appears  almost 
certain  that  no  compromise  that  can  be 
made  here  would  bring  back  some  of  the 
States  that  have,  so  far  as  they  could,  dis- 
solved their  connection  with  their  sister 
States;  but  the  Union  men  in  the  border 
States  should  be  sustained,  if  it  can  be  done 
j  without  dishonor  and  a  sacrifice  of  principle 
and  duty.  We  want  their  aid;  they  need 
ours  ;  but  if  they  persist  in  demanding,  not 
what  would  be  acceptable  to  themselves, 
but  what  will  satisfy  and  restore  the  sece- 
ding States,  then  I  fear  that  our  labor  is  in 
vain,  and  to  the  last  tribunal  of  resort — the 
j  people — must  bo  carried  the  questions  that 
now  divide  and  distract  the  country. 


\V.   H.   Moons,  Printer.  Pyrin.  Avenue,  corner  of  1  UK  street. 


